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This is my fourth time to coming to Japan, but my
first timing living here with my family. Before |
became a parent, | hardly thought about disaster
prevention. However, so long as we are living
Japan, there is a possibility of natural disasters.
When | was a bachelor, I just thought “If a natural
disaster comes, as long as I'm still alive, things will
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Now I'm a parent with 2 small children who go to
school and do disaster drills almost every month.
My daughter wanted to know more about disaster
drills and earthquakes, but I, not being raised in
Japan, couldn’t answer all her questions. From
then on, | became more concerned about disaster
prevention.

This year, our Intercultural Affairs Division
created an “Evacuation Shelter Management
Kit". The kit was created so that all citizens = _ _
regardless of language or nationality could use i i —

the emergency evacuation shelters with peace of ' - e Evacuation Shelter
mind. Inside are the evacuation shelter rules in Ly 7 =« e Rules
Japanese, English, Portuguese, Chinese, and : = — 5
Vietnamese. Additionally, the kit has pictogram
display cards inside too. The kit was distributed
to all 62 designated evacuation shelters like
schools and Community Centers.

A while ago, | made a presentation about the kit at the
General Disaster Preparedness Drill Information
Session. | was rather nervous standing in front of
more than 200 members from every Volunteer
Disaster Management Team, but | was happy to
deliver useful information to Fukuroi citizens. | had
help getting ready for the presentation from members
in my Division, so | was able to make it to the real
thing. After the information session, 2 or 3 participants
told me that they were able to understand what |
wanted to say in Japanese, and that they understood
my explanation. Hearing that, | felt a real sense of
accomplishment and quite happy. Going forward, |
would like to try speaking in other settings too.

Nobody can predict when disasters come, or how big or small they'll
be. Let's stay vigilant about natural disasters. If we properly prepare, |
think we can protect ourselves during a natural disaster.
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