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On August 31, Fukuroi City held its general disaster preparedness
drill. This time, as it was the city’s first trial, | participated in the
‘Disaster Preparedness Drill with International Residents.”

The theme was “People in need of help becoming people who

can help others.” International residents learned about disaster
preparedness via the “Disaster Preparedness Handbook for
International Residents.” Along with that they had hands on practice
to deepen their knowledge of first-aid techniques that use everyday
objects.

About 20 international students and people from the local area
participated. At the reception desk, students filled out their
information on the “Evacuation Shelter User Registration Form” just
like they would during a real disaster, and they listened to disaster
preparedness lectures. After that, some students pitched tents and
got to experience what food distribution would be like. | stood in
front of everyone and talked about first-aid techniques to help
injured people by using household items.

As | mentioned in September’s CIR report, at the meeting where |
explained the Evacuation Shelter Management Kit, | was nervous
because | was in front of more than 200 people. This time | got
interviewed by newspaper and TV news crews and felt a different
kind of nervousness. | never dreamed that | would be on Japanese
TV.

Thanks to everyone being lively and smiling, shortly after | started
speaking the nerves faded. With Japanese and international
residents working together, this disaster preparedness drill went
smoothly. Through this drill | had the opportunity to present useful
information to people of Fukuroi. | could feel the intercultural-ness,
and that made me happy. Next month’s issue will have one more
disaster preparedness story, so please look forward to it.

See you next month!
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