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Fukuroi Coordinator for Intarmationzl Diary

Cherry Pink Spring

Japan's worldwide prided event, cherry blossom viewing “Hanami” , can only be
experienced in the spring. If you miss the best time to see the cherry blossoms, you'll
have to wait another year to see them. This year we did our first hanami as a family.

/In Japan, the first day of Spring starts on the day of “Risshun” , which is usually oround\
February 4, However, there are some countries that recognize the season's start as the
vernal equinox. Since my family has the custom of celebrating the equinox, we tried to see
cherry blossoms on then. It was a little warm, so we went out without checking the
blossom forecast. While we were expecting at least a few blooms, unfortunately most
trees hadn't blossomed yet. Of all the places we checked, only Akao Shibutare Shrine had

Kblooms. After enjoying the cherry blossoms there, we paid visit to the shrine. /

N

/So, on March 30™ we had another try at seeing the cherry blossoms. This time was right at
the beginning peak of blooming, so there were tons of hanami spots throughout the city.

We enjoyed a big lunch in a grove of cherry blossoms along the river under the bridge that
connects Niike and Akao. There were a bunch of other families, the wind was blowing, and the
whole scene was teeming with life. When I look back at the past, I realize this was the first
time I've done hanami in 6 years since the last time I lived in Japan in 2019.

And I'm happy that it happened. Have you had a chance to chill and relax under the cherry
blossoms? Let's continue to enjoy our city that's been blessed by nature. /

N\
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