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Yearly, in November, the

Council of Local Authorities
for International Relations holds a
Mid-Year Conference for
Coordinators  of  International
Relations. The conference opens
with a guest lecture who welcomes
everyone to the conference and
gives a keynote address. After that
there is a set of group discussions
with the CIR’s seated around your

immediate area, where you discuss

your current work environment and

receive advice about how you can serve your local authority more effectively.

Since many people travel from all over Japan to the conference, the first day is usually spent

getting settled, and preparing for the conference. The second day is a full day of workshops

ranging from translation and interpretation, Japanese business manners, and a few panel

discussions with three and fourth-year CIR’s about their placements, work-life balance and in

what ways they have gained experience. CIR’s also have the opportunity to present at MYC

and talk about a specific project or type of work they are working on, with the purpose of

beginning similar forms of exchange in their cities.
One particularly memorable presentation that I
participated in last year was about the Farm Stay
Program. This program encourages people to visit
Japan’s smaller agricultural communities and try
their hand at farming/fishing. It’s truly a unique
experience that helps people connect with
Japanese culture at a deeper more impressionable
level.

To help prevent the spread of the Novel
Coronavirus, this year’'s MYC will be held online
via Zoom. Many of the classes will be modified to

allow for participation in an online form. In either

case [ am looking forward to learning as many new things as I can and sharpening my skills.
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