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Zoom Intercultural Café

Every year, the International Exchange Department hosts an “Intercultural Café” event where Japanese people
and foreign people can get together and learn about one another’ s cultures. However, this was made more dif ficult
this year as due to the effects of COVID-19, all face-to-face events
had to be cancelled. We realised that in order to comply with social
distancing rules while fostering intercultural exchange in the “age
of corona”, we would have to change our approach. Our incredibly
smart Ko-san came up with a wonderful idea— host an event over
Zoom! Around the world, many people are using the video calling app
Zoom to attend classes and communicate with colleges while working

from home. Many events have also begun to be hosted over Zoom too.

We decided on the I** of August for the day of our event. Even though it was a Saturday, our 5 Japanese participants
and 4 foreign participants from 4 different countries (Ireland, America, India and the Filipins) woke up early to
participate in the event. As everyone was participating from their own homes, it meant that a participant from

overseas was able to take part! | think one of the best things about the internet is its ability to connect us with

people in far—away countries.

For the first 30 minutes, we split up into groups of 5 to chat. We

Where i .
lrelaer::;s | talked about a wide range of topics, like how COVID-19 has impacted

zg.’gg;\ut our day-to—day lives, what working from home is like, new hobbies
‘ we have picked up and holidays we plan to go on in the future
amongst others. We spoke in a mixture of English and Japanese,

and had a really wonderful time. After that, John and | held a quiz

about our home countries. At times the questions could be tricky, so

it was a bit of a challenge for the participants. Before we said
goodbye, we asked the participants their thoughts on the event, and
as | had hoped, everyone had a good time and also learned a little bit too.

| am really looking forward to the next Zoom event! Due to the effects of COVID-19, | am sure that there are
probably many people out there feeling a little bit lonely. However, thank to apps like Zoom, the word has become

smaller, and we are more easily able to connect with each other, which no doubt helps to ease some of this loneliness.
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