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Hello everyone, or as we say in Irish “dia duit”. Rachael here.
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Do you own a pet? Owning a pet is very popular in Ireland. This time,
I would like to talk about some of the pets that are especially popular.
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ﬂ In Ireland, there are more pet owners than in Japan. Irish people can keep pets like cats
": and dogs because in general, Irish houses have big gardens.
Another popular pet that Irish people keep is birds,
'\f ¢/ especially pigeons. Pigeons are kept in lofts in gardens or on
top of roofs. Often, pigeon owners take part in pigeon races.
Pigeons have a special “homing instinct”. This means they can
return to their loft from anywhere. Using this “homing instinct”, pigeon
owners can take part in pigeon races. Pigeons are released at
‘racepoints” and the quickest pigeon to return to their loft is the

winner.
In European countries like Belgium and Germany, keeping
racing pigeons is a hobby only for very wealthy people. Similar to B 7 AL T v FEOFET

horse racing, people spend lots of euro on fast pigeons. The prize money for
winning pigeon races can be very high.

However, in Ireland, keeping racing pigeons is a hobby that everyone can take part in. My family have
kept pigeons for many years. Both my grandfathers and my father still keep pigeons today, and take part in
races every week during the summer.
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