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Rachasl’s February CIR Report:

Interculiural CGafé 2020

In February 2020, we organised a joint “intercultural café” with
the Fukuroi International Friendship Association., We had
Japanese participants and foreign national participants from
FIFA’s Japanese language salon. This intercultural café was
very special, as it took place in Fukuroi City’s historic Kasuisai
Temple! The timing also could not have been better, as Kasuisai

“«

was holding it’s annual “Girl’s Day Dolls Festival”, where

thousands of traditional dolls are displayed.

Once we arrived at Kasuisai, the Japanese participants took the
foreign national participants on a tour of the temple. They explained
the significance of the dolls and the culture and history behind them.
Once everyone had seen the dolls and taken a commemorative photo,
they came to the room we had set up where they broke into groups to
talk amongst themselves while eating snacks and had a great time.

The atmosphere was very friendly and laid—back. Then we played some

games in English and Japanese. First we played a really fun game
that was organised by John. It went down really well and everyone
seemed to en joy it! Next we played bingo. We called out the numbers in English, Japanese and
Portuguese. The winners received Fuppy badges as prizes. These games were a good way to facilitate

communication and between the Japanese participants and the foreign national participants.,

As much as teaching the Japanese residents of Fukuroi about Ireland
and other foreign cultures is part of my job, | also feel it is important
to help the foreign residents living here to learn about Japan and
Japanese culture so that they can feel included and part of the
community in their new home, This type of event is very important to
this end, and | am looking forward to being able to hold them again

once COVID-19 has gone away.
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