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Bl S Appearing in the Media Y

As part of my job as a CIR, sometimes | am asked to appear in the media. So far this has included

appearing in newspaper articles, radio shows and even television shows! Tru th be told, | was always
been quite a camer a-shy person. As an exchange student, | never did “purikura” and | don’t even
really like taking selfies with my friends! At first, | found it challenging to stand in front of a

camera and speak to journalists but as time went on | got used to it, and | started to feel more confident.

Now it’s something that | enjoy!

| think my favourite memory of appearing on the television is
from the day of the Ireland versus Japan rugby match during the
2019 Rugby World Cup. | had to get up very early that day to meet
with a presenter from NHK. After a few practise runs, we finally
broadcasted it live! | explained the meaning behind the

leprechaun costumes worn by the Irish fans for a short segment,

| was so incredibly nervous, but it was a fun experience. | felt

really happy that | had the chance to talk about Ireland and a
part of Irish culture on such an important television network as NHK. It was a bit strange when people

| didn’t know came up to me and told me they recognised me from the television!

Another good memory | have is appearing on lIreland’s
national broadcaster, Radio Telefis Eireann (RTE). Before
the Rugby World Cup, several members of the Irish media came
to Fukuroi for a tour. | interpreted for the mayor during his
interview with the journalist, and talked about what life was
like in Japan for an Irish person during my own interview.

The day after it was broadcasted, my whole family sent me

messages to say that they had watched me on television!/

The media can be a very useful tool for promoting international exchange and raising awareness of
other cultures. It has been very helpful to me in spreading information about Ireland here in Japan as

a CIR. It just goes to show, it is always worth challenging yourself to get over your fears!
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