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Hello everyone, or as we say in Irish “dia duit”. Rachael here.
BESA. CAICBIR PAILSYVEREBTETIT«? J4vFITI, LAFIILTY,

This time | would like to talk to you about an Irish person who is
well-known in Ireland and Japan.
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Lafcadio Hearn was raised in Ireland by his aunt. He grew up in the
capital Dublin and a place on the east coast called Waterford. He moved to
America at age 19 and worked as a writer and translator.

After 10 years, he moved to Japan. He immediately fell in love with
Japan. He worked as a teacher at a middle school in the town of Matsue in
Shimane Prefecture. He married a woman called Koizumi Setsu and raised 4
children.

Because he was very interested in Japanese folklore, he wrote many books about it. Before
the Meiji Era, Western people did not know very much about Japanese culture, but were able to
learn from Lafcadio Hearn’s books.

He became a teacher of English literature at Tokyo University in 1903. He unfortunately died
of heart failure in 1904.

As it was his favorite place in Japan and he visited many times, there is now a museum
dedicated to his memory in Yaizu in Shizuoka Prefecture. | would love to visit someday and learn
more about his life.

Lafcadio Hearn, also known here in Japan as Koizumi Yakumo, was born
in Greece in 1850. His mother was Greek and his father was Irish. m
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