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One of the most important
ways that we teach others about
international exchange is through the
guest lecture program. I don’t know if
I could count the total number of guest
lectures that I have done in Fukuroi,
but I do know that I have enjoyed

every single guest lecture that [ have

been able to take part in.
It seems that with each guest lecture that I plan and prepare I learn something new about my
own culture and homeland and also grow to
love the place that I come from. When I first
came to Japan in 2015 I felt so strongly that
I wanted to become like a Japanese person,
in my speaking, in my attitude and in as
many ways as I could. I do believe that a
small part of my heart is Japanese because of
the love 1 have for the Japanese people,
language and culture. But when I came to
Japan last year I decided that [ was going to

be whole-heartedly American in all that I

would try and do here as a CIR. I don’t
know if its, ‘distance makes the heart grow
fonder,” or not but having the opportunities to speak to Japanese people, and other foreigners
about America has given me a newfound appreciation for my country in several new ways. |
love talking to others about the American Dream and what it means to be a descendent of
immigrants in a country that [ believe is the greatest country in the world. It’s likely that many
Americans would think similarly but, through going around and speaking in guest lectures I

have been able to learn these things for myself and I will always be grateful for that.
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