As part of our job as CIRs, John and I visit every pre-school in Fukuroi City as part of programme
called “Hello English” during the school year.

Age 1 to 12 is the most critical age for children to learn a new
language, so it is excellent that children in Fukuroi get the chance
to learn some English so young. However, the main goal of Hello
English is not only teaching the children English vocabula ry and
grammar, but inspiring them to want to study English more. I try
to make my classes fun and interesting, so that the children will
have a positive image of learning English and want to continue in

elementary school and beyond.

During the class, we play games, sing songs, and read stories. Through all of these activities, we
can introduce new vocabulary to the children, like the names of fruits, animals, colours and

numbers. By the end of the class, [ hope that the children have learned something interesting!

[ also do a presentation about Ireland for the children too. I
teach them some basic information about Ireland, and show
them some pictures. During the rugby world cup, I taught
them a little bit about rugby and Japan and Ireland’s
relationship. I hope that next year I can talk to them about the

Olympics!

After we are finished all of the planned activities, the children
can ask us questions about ourselves or our home countries. Some frequently asked questions are
“What is the food like in Ireland?” and “What kind of animals live in Ireland?”. Sometimes they
ask very funny questions like “Do you have a boyfriend?” and “What age are you?”. After that,

we play the children’s favourite games together with them.

If the children enjoy themselves and learn even a little bit, then I am happy. I feel very lucky that

I get to interact with the children of Fukuroi and teach them the fun of learning a new language.
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