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I love working with children. I
remember learning to teach 3-5-
year-old children swim lessons when I
was 17, and how nervous I was at first.
Although teaching young children can be
challenging at the beginning, it’s not
really that difficult and I find it to be a
very rewarding experience.
From about April and May to January of
the next year, Rachael and I visit as many
po ¥ ')‘ §, ARt A ; kindergartens and nurseries as we can in

the city to teach English and play with

the goal of helping children in the
community to learn about other cultures and have fun in English without being nervous or scared.
I start my Hello English visits by greeting the students simply in English. Next, I usually do a few
rounds of Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes to get them excited. After that I talk about America
and Oregon, while teaching them different nature words like “Mountain” “Lake” “Ocean” and
“Waterfall” and their accompanying movements. [ chose these words because they are several
examples of nature that my home and Fukuroi share in common. After that I teach them the
English names for different colors, we read some books and play some games where we can repeat
words for colors and objects that we learned earlier. [ know that the children will match my energy
level so I make sure to make it less like learning and more like playing in English.
I think the Hello English program for the city is important for many reasons. Firstly, because it
helps to teach children about other different cultures, even before they might know what the word
“culture” even means. Secondly, since English is being
taught at a younger age as a part of Japan’s
compulsory education, I think it’s a great idea to help
children prepare at an all the more younger age.
In just a few years since the Hello English program has
began, I feel that it has helped in many different ways
to increase English ability as well as community
relations. I very much enjoy spending time with the

kids, playing, learning and having fun and am looking

forward to this next season of school visits.
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