Rachael’s September CIR Report:

The 2019 Rugby World Cup

This time last year, the Rugby World Cup took

place here in Japan. 8 teams from all around
the world came to the Ecopa Stadium in Fukuroi
to play 4 amazing matches. The first match was
the Japanese “Brave Blossoms” versus my home
country, lreland. | felt very proud to wear my
green jersey and sing “Ireland’s Call” in

the town | had called home for 2 years. While

it was a shame that Ireland lost, the Japanese

side played spectacularly and it was a very
exciting match. | hope that the team’s success will mean that more Japanese people will become interested

in rugby, and continue to cheer on the Brave Blossoms in the future.

As exciting as the match was, the atmosphere in the “Omotenashi
Area” around the Ecopa Stadium was much more fun! It really
felt like a festival, with delicious food and very importantly
plenty of beer! There were also some really amazing
performances of traditional Japanese songs and dances. | will
never forget how great it was to watch Irish people and Japanese
people talk and laugh and drink together. | enjoyed getting to

talk with the fans who had travelled from far away to come to

the match and help them make the most out of their time in

Japan. As we do not really have mascot characters in Ireland,

many of the Irish fans were very interested in Fuppy and wanted to take photographs with her!

For many Irish people, the Rugbhy World Cup was their first ever visit to Japan. | am very grateful that
they got to experience Japanese culture, food and drink as well as create lasting friendships with
Japanese people through a mutual love of sport. | hope that once COVID-19 has calmed down and tourism
can resume, many of these people will return to Japan and discover more wonderful things about this
country and continue to strengthen the special relationship between the “Emerald Isle” and the “Land

of the Rising Sun”.
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