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Last year, when I learned
that I would be working in
Fukuroi I did some research
and saw that Fukuroi was
sister cities with Hillsboro
Oregon, having been to
Hillsboro many times and
one of my own High School
friends even teaches
agriculture at Hillsboro High
School, I was thrilled. I first

heard of sister cities when I

learned of my own Salem, Oregon and Willamette University has a sister city relationship with

Kawagoe, Saitama and Tokyo International University, where I first lived and studied in Japan.

This year Hillsboro and Fukuroi will celebrate 32 wonderful years of friendship and exchange.

Before coming to Fukuroi, I reached out to a contact at the Hillsboro Parks and Recreation

department and was able to arrange bringing some small gifts to Fukuroi as well. I was also

able to see some of the very beautiful gifts that that had been given to Hillsboro from Fukuroi

in the past. I was very happy to see the level of friendship and exchange that has taken place

between our cities for over 30 years.

Sister Cities help foster a sense off world
community among places that can be very
far apart. Together we learn of one
another’s culture, language, and benefit in
immeasurable ways. We were honored to
have Mayor Steve Callaway come and visit
Fukuroi last year and renew the friendship
and cooperation between both of our cities.
I had the opportunity to meet and interpret

for him and two other city staff that also

accompanied Mayor Callaway. He was very kind and passionate about working together with

Fukuroi as we work towards building a more peaceful, healthier, better community, in Japan

as well as in Oregon.
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