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Let’s learn about various types of medications and their related terminology in Japanese! 

Ways to Say   

‘Oral Medication’  ① 飲み薬
 

 (Nomi gusuri) ② 内服薬 (Naifuku yaku) ③ 内用剤 (Naiyou-zai)  

Types of 

Medications for Oral 

Use  

 
① 粉薬/散剤 / (Kona gusuri / San-zai) 

Powdered Oral Medication 
 
 

  
② 錠剤 (Jo-zai )  

Pill 
 
 
 

 
③ シロップ剤 (Shiroppu-zai) 

Syrup / Liquid  
 
 

 
④ カプセル剤 (Kapuseru-zai)  

Capsule  
 
 
 

Types of 

Medications for 

External Use  

⚫ Medications for use on skin :  

① 塗り薬 (Nuri gusuri / Cream)  

② 貼り薬 (Hari gusuri / Adhesives)  

③ スプレー薬 (Supurei-yaku/ Spray) 

⚫ Medications for use on mucus membranes:  

①  目 (Me / Eyes)➠ 目薬・点眼液(Me gusuri / Tengan-eki / Eyedrops)  

②  耳 (Mimi / Ears)➠ 点耳薬 (Tenjiyaku / Eardrops)  

③  鼻 (Hana / Nasal)➠ 点鼻薬 (Tenbiyaku / Nasal spray) 

♦うがい薬（Ugai gusuri / Gargle / Oral rinse） 

 

Intravenous 

Medication 

① 注射剤（Chusha-zai / Injection） 

② 点滴注射（Tennteki Chusha / IV drip） 

        

Time-related 

Vocabulary  

① 朝 (Asa / Morning)        

 

② 昼 (Hiru / Afternoon) 

 

③ 夜 (Yoru / Evening)     ④ 寝る前 (Neru Mae / Before sleeping)  

 

♦食前 (Shokuzen / Before eating, take about 30 minutes before you eat) 

♦食後 (Shokugo / After Eating, take about 30 minutes after you eat) 

♦食間 (Shokkan / Between meals, take about 2 hours after you eat) 

 

 

Related Vocabulary  

♦薬局 (Yakkyoku / Pharmacy)  

♦処方せん (Shoho-sen / Prescription Medication)  

♦服用 (Fukuyo / Taking medicine)  

♦室温保存 (Shitsuon hozon / Store at room temperature )  

♦冷蔵庫の中で保存 (Reizoko no Naka de Hozon / Store in the refrigerator) 

Quantity and Dosage by Medication Type 

時間 / Time 錠 / Tablets 滴 / Drops 回数 / Frequency 

(１)日 (Ichi) nichi  (1) Day  １錠 Ichi jo 1 Tablet  １滴 Itteki 1 Drop  １回 Ikkai Once  

(４)時間 (Yo) jikan (4)Hours  ２錠 Ni jo 2 Tablets  ２滴 Ni teki 2 Drops  ２回 Ni kai Twice  

あける Akeru After  ３錠 San jo 3 Tablets  ３滴 San teki 3 Drops  ３回 San kai  Three times 

Words / Phrases Related to Medications in Japanese 
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