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Participants and | learned about natural disaster preparedness and experienced an earthquake at the
Shizuoka Prefecture Earthquake Disaster Prevention Center.

On Sunday, January 29th, | held a "Disaster
Preparedness and Experience Tour for Foreign
Residents" so that foreign citizens living in
Fukuroi City could understand natural disasters
and how to prepare for them.

We rode a bus to the Shizuoka Prefecture
Earthquake Disaster Prevention Center located
in Shizuoka City, where we were guided through
exhibits on how to act and prepare in case of an
earthquake, tsunami, or typhoon. Finally, we
listened to a lecture on disaster preparedness by
a teacher. The information was not only
detailed, but also memorable thanks to the
center's hands-on experiences.

In the
participants,

"Earthquake and Tsunami Zone", the
who had never experienced an
earthquake in their home countries and |
boarded an earthquake machine and
experienced a 7.0 earthquake for the first time.
My hometown of Atlanta in the United States is
located near a fault line, but earthquakes rarely
occur. One participant from Brazil said, "The
shaking was so strong, | couldn't do anything."

Part|C|pants trled out temporary beds in the "Shelter Life" exhibit.
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Participants were given
emergency supplies containing
food, flashlights, thermal
blankets, and other useful items

On the bus ride home, participants received
a gift of disaster prevention goods and |
gave a lecture on disaster preparedness.
There were many things | did not know when
| first came to Fukuroi City, so through the
lecture, | wanted to tell the participants the
difference between a "shelter" and an
"evacuation site" and what to do when a
disaster strikes.

The participants were keen to know about
disaster preparedness. When | asked a
participant from Vietnam why he joined the
tour, he said, "Since | moved to Fukuroi City,
| had seen "evacuation mountains" and
evacuation towers, but | wanted to know
when and how they should be used." A
teacher from Brazil said, "Because | want to
teach the importance of disaster
preparedness to my students."

We hope that this tour helped people learn
about disaster preparedness while living in
Fukuroi City, and helped them devise their
own disaster prevention measures at home.

We look forward to seeing everyone again
when we plan our next event!
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