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‘ Fukuroi Homestay Program (Applications Closed)
From August 26th (Sat.) to August 27th (Sun.), Fukuroi City
will hold a homestay program to learn about different

cultures while interacting with foreign exchange students. \ e %

\Vlemories Of My meSta w

Telling Applicants of the Fukuroi Homestay Program about my Homestay Experience

Background photo: Fukuroi Homestay Program briefing session (June 30, 2023) Photo collage: Photos of my mochimaking and tea picking experience.

On June 30th at the Fukuroi Education Center, |
had the opportunity to speak in front of
applicants to promote the Fukuroi Homestay
Program. To help prospective applicants better
understand what makes an impactful homestay
experience for their guests, | shared my
experience during a two-day homestay in Fukuroi
City in 2021 at the home of Mr. Kine, the current
division manager of the Collaborative Community
Development Division.

In December of 2021, just two months after |
moved to Fukuroi City, | was invited to stay at Mr.
Kine's home with his family. The homestay was a
very precious experience for me because | was
very happy to get to know Mr. Kine's family
members. On the first day, | met his family of
seven and one dog, went walking together and
picked strawberries then had a delicious dinner.
As a guest, | thought they wanted to learn about
me and my culture as well, so | introduced them
to my family via video phone call. Also, | prepared
a peach cobbler, a traditional American peach
pie. | was impressed by how kind the family was
and was very happy to enjoy the cobbler together.

| could never forget the cultural experience | had
on the second day.

| went with Mr. Kine to learn how to create mochi
rice cakes at a traditional mochitsuki party in the
neighborhood before returning to his home to
make them in a machine. We filled the mochi with
the freshly picked strawberries and sweet red-
bean paste to create a dessert called /chigo-

daifuku. Getting together and experiencing
traditional activities with local people really
helped to make me feel at home and better

understand Japanese culture.

| hoped that the experience | had at Mr. Kine's
home inspired some of the first-time participants
in the homestay program. | believe that, even
within a short two-day period, introducing a guest
to one’s family, neighborhood, and sharing a part
of Japanese culture is more than enough to
create a lasting memory for a homestay. | look
forward to hearing what memories the families in
the homestay program will create with their

guests. Hot & Delicious Mochi!
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