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Providing Native Language Support for Fukuroi City’s “First-time Japanese Language Conversation Space”

Students learned Japanese then tried speaking and exchanging with local Japanese volunteers.

Alongside planning international exchange events to
understand English and foreign cultures, CIR’s
support the city’s efforts to internationalize and
develop into a multicultural society.

Since September 10th, | have been providing
English native language support for Fukuroi city’s
Japanese language learning support program, the
“First-Time Japanese Conversation Space”. Foreign
residents learn simple conversational Japanese for
living in Japan. Students of various ages and
nationalities such as Brazilian, German, Filipino,
Vietnamese were in attendance. The first time | met

everyone was in August when | held a special joint Before learners converse in a group, they write what they

event to get the students to try an earthquake wish to talk about and practice in pairs with a volunteer.

experience and understand disaster preparation After starting the lesson, students receive

before i natural disaster strikes. O instruction from the teacher in Japanese, then
Lad - 0

y rock-paper-scissors, and talking in groups
with people from their local community. Students
learn how to share about themselves and speak
freely with local Japanese volunteers through
practicing everyday conversation topics such as
self-introductions, likes and dislikes, and their
birthplace. | would occasionally do an example a
self-introduction in Japanese or motivate the
students to interact. While helping, | learned
interesting things about the students’ such as
famous food and places in their birthplaces.

eI"IJOP/ ice-breakers such as using their whole body
. -~ ~ ’ to pla
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# Scissors !

Based on feedback from parhmﬁants, they really
enjoy the free-time to talk with local residents
while also learning Japanese. | hope that the
lessons will help them interact with more

- | Japanese residents from their neighborhoods and
During the icebreaker, everyone tried using their bodies to play rock-paper-scissors. \/\/orkp|aces
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