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The Fukuroi Festival is an event that celebrates a bountiful
harvest of grain and wishes for protection from disease.

Background photo: Residents from four of Fukuroi City’s neighborhoods gather around thewyaz‘a/ (ﬂoats) forthe ﬂrst day ceremony in Sh\rah\ge Shrine.

| joined the Fukuroi Festival held through October 13th
to the 15th in Honmachi. This year marks my second
opportunity to join and this time | could experience all
that the festival has to offer thanks to the restrictions
being lifted from last year. From practicing and
preparation, to visiting the local shrine, as well as
parading the city with the other 14 neighborhoods, |
experienced an authentic and fulfilling festival
experience.

My Experience Joining the Fukuroi City Festival in Honmachi

In Summer, | practiced the ta/ko drums with residents. |
was familiar with everyone from last year, but never
ceased to be impressed by how much work everyone
put into learning the drums. | also prepared for the
festival by purchasing my own set of festival clothes and
was ready to debut as a member of Honmachi's youth
team.

(Photo Courtesy of : Gent

On the first day of the festival, | participated in the
opening ceremony held in front of Honmachi’s
float, Seisoukaku. At the ceremony, the
neighborhood leader gave opening remarks to
wish for a safe and enjoyable festival. Upon arrival,
the kannushipriest prayed for the yata/ (float) and
everyone’s protection.

The remaining days of the festival we s}pent
parading the city in merriment with members fro
the other 15 neighborhoods. It was my first time to
see multiple communities of people coordinate a
gorgeous display of comradery and traditional
performance.

Thank you to the residents of Honmachi for
?Ilotvvmlg me to participate with you in this years
estiva
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