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My Experience Conducting a Cultural Exchange Lecture

Photo(Right)

On Tuesday, December 5, | held a cultural exchange
course for members of the Fukuroi City Cultural
Association's Calligraphy Club. The lecture was part
of the "Culture Share Program" that started in
September 2022, an international exchange program
in which | interact with the members of the
Calligraphy Club while participating in their activities
and give a lecture on American culture.

On the day of the event, everyone wrote letters on
the theme of cultural exchange. The members of the
calligraphy club skillfully wrote various characters
such as “BXK®F - Japan-U.S. Friendship,” “#%-
Kizuna (bond),” and “[&- 7onari (neighbor)”. After
that, | gave a lecture introducing my hometown,
Atlanta, Georgia, in the United States. Since Atlanta
is the birthplace of Coca-Cola, | made Coca-Cola
with vanilla flavor, which is popular in Atlanta, and
the participants tasted it while listening to the
lecture.

Fire-walking at the Akiha Fire Festival (Kasuisai) ‘
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FukuroiCity Hall
Collaborative Community Development Division

Foreign Nationals' Social & Intercultural Relations
Promotion Office

. 'held a Japanese-American cultural exchange for members of the Fukuroi City Culture Association’s Calligraphy Club members.
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~My memorable experience at Kasuisai™

On Friday, December 15, we participated in the Akiha
Fire Festival at the buddhist temple, Akiha Sohon-den
Kasuisai, which has been held for 1,300 years to pray
for fire safety and good health. The highlight of the fire
festival is the Aiwatari or fire-walking. According to the
temple, the fire-walking is meant to burn away the
anxiety in the body and mind and to obtain blessings.
By experiencing a new culture, | was able to deepen my
understanding of the significance of the festival and
prayed for everyone's health as influenza has been
spreading recently. | have come to be impressed by and
respectful of Kasuisai’s culture.
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