This report will cover the observations I had from being
appointed as the new CIR of Fukuroi, a study trip to Fukuroi
City’s points of interest, and the Hajimete-no-Nihongo Mini
Autumn Festival. I was formally appointed by Mayor Oba of
Fukuroi city on October 18th. I am Fukuroi’s first African
American CIR and the population of Americans is low, so I was
sensitive to how I presented myself. Thankfully, my leaders at the
City Office have provided me with the guidance to capitalize on
moments to contribute to Fukuroi by teaching about the U.S. or
opening a friendly conversation. All of this was important to me
to be an ambassador who acts and builds relationships with a
service mindset.

On October 231 and 24t I visited
Fukuroi’s major cultural and recreational
centers such as the Fukuroi History
Museum, Kassuisai, and the Mellow Plaza. I
conversed with local leaders while keeping in
mind information about Fukuroi’s local
culture that would help me teach it to people
coming overseas. Mr. Ishikawa of Kassuisai
was an especially warm person for teaching
me about the temple’s long history and Zen
practice. I felt it was a must-visit for visitors
to Fukuroi, so I intend to return to learn
more and keep contact with him to
potentially support the temple in Spring or
lead visitors to Fukuroi there.

As for the Mellow Plaza, I felt that its location and facilities were
suitable for hosting a workshop or experience for residents. I hope to
conduct a series of cooking workshops that introduce my hometown,
Atlanta, Georgia’s food customs and provide residents with a hands-on
chance to explore American Southern culture. Just as local customs
vary within Japan, I hope to teach how varied culture is within the

United States.
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Finally, on October 31st, at the Fukuroi Education Center I taught about Japanese traditional
games and welcomed foreign families at the Mini Fall Festival for the Hajimete-no-Nihongo Study
Group. This was an amazing experience because I could use my five years of experience in Japan
to act officially as bridge for those who are still new to life in Japan and its wonderful culture. In
addition, I gained valuable insight into the process of organizing large scale events. Elements such
as promotion, venue selection, activity timetables, transportation of materials, speaking, setup
and cleanup time each need to be considered carefully months in advance. I would like to leverage
the knowledge and relationships I gained in October as a base for my future activities as a CIR.
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