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. [Fukuroi City Character: Fuppy]
Greeted Ambassador Cavanagh (middle), Mayor

Oba (fifth from right), and Governor Kawakatsu
(tifth from left) with Fukuroi City Hall staff at
Fukuror City's Ecopa Stadium.

(3/20)

On March 19* and 20™, the Suzuyo
St. Patrick’s Green Cup, a women’s
7-on-7 rugby tournament, was held
at Ecopa. The Ambassador of
Ireland, Paul Kavanagh was invited
to watch the final match on March
20, so Fukuroi City Hall staff and I
went to welcome him. Everyone
wore green clothes and ornaments
and gave him an energetic welcome.
He first visited in June 2021 when
Fukuroi City hosted the Irish
Olympic team for the Tokyo 2020
Olympics. Ambassador Kavanagh
was very friendly when he spoke to

Welcoming the Irish Ambassador

Mayor Oba and Shizuoka Governor Kawakatsu. I felt that he really enjoys Fukuroi as I do and has
had a positive experience working with everyone. I also felt that Fukuroi is rising as an international
city. Even after the Olympic games finished, the city and its residents continue to embrace Irish
culture and the Irish embassy.

2022 Ireland Fair in Fukuroi

Throughout March, the Ireland Fair in Fukuroi was held in cooperation between the city hall and
the Embassy of Ireland in Japan. Fukuroi celebrated Ireland’ s National Holiday, St. Patrick’ s Day
with live traditional music, Japanese-Ireland inspired cuisine, and a festively green decor and
atmosphere inside restaurants, hotels, and public facilities across the city. Patrons wore green while
clapping along to the rhythm of the music and a skilled performer in Irish dance. Experience with
foreign cultures will enrich one’ s life and the lives of people they will meet. I believe that residents
in Fukuroi feel closer to countries overseas, have an increased desire to visit, and will become more
like ly to interact with foreigners they meet. Live performance by "tricolor” at restaurant "PAN de NIQ" (3/27)
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