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nmerican CIR's Fi
Time in the Rlce
Fields

In the U.S, each state has its own educational
system, so while some states have agricultural
experiences, others do not. In Atlanta, Georgiq,
where | am from, they educate children about
vegetables and fruits by planting cabbage, a
specialty of the state. So, | was interested in
agriculture before | came to Japan.

When | was in high school learning about
Japan's natural landscape in  Japanese
language class, the photos of rice paddies in
Summer made an impression on me. Then,
when | finally came to visit Saga Prefecture in
Kyushu for the first time, | always looked at the
rice fields along the road as | drove with my
host family. This made me want to do some
hands-on farming while | was in Japan.

In June, | received an invitation of a friend from
Fukuroi to interact with people in my
neighborhood and work together on planting
sweet potatoes and a variety of mochi rice
called "suragamochi’.

American elementary school students experience working with cabbage
(Atlanta, Georgia)

Planting rice in the paddy with participants

When | went to the paddy, | was challenged by
something unexpected. | put on a pair of water
shoes that a friend had lent me. The moment |
entered the rice paddy, my shoes sank into the
dirt and my feet were so buried in the mud that |
could not move. As luck would have it, another
friend came to my rescue. They gave me tips on
planting rice and taught me that we wiill
harvest it during the fall. Working alongside
everyone taught me not just how to do farming
in Japan, but how to better relate to my
neighbors in Fukuroi. In the end, we all spent a
fun day under the blue sky working together as
friends and family.




