Rachael’s May CIR Report:

Culture Share!

In May, our of fice began it's “Culture Share” project in cooperation with the Fukuroi City Culture

Association! Though this project, | have been able to visit various culture clubs in the city and
experience more of Japanese culture. So far, | have had the chance to do “kasa odori” (umbrella
dancing), “taiko” (drumming) and “nihonbuyo” (traditional dancing). | had seen photographs and

videos of these traditional arts, but | had never gotten to try it for myself before.

At the kasa odori class, | got to meet some wonderful women
who had been practising kasa odori for many years. At the
taiko class, | was impressed by the fact that people of all
ages and abilities were allowed to take part. | believe that
the best way to allow culture to live on and thrive is to

make it accessible to as many people as possible.

Kano-sensei, the nihonbuyo instructor, was kind enough
to let me join in with her classes after the Culture Share
project class was finished. She is an instructor of the
Mikiyu school of nihonbuyo. | am currently learning a
dance called “harusame” (“Spring Rain”) to perform
alongside her students at their recital in September. The

story of this dance is about a Japanese nightingale who is

caught in the rain. We will also be performing a dance

called “Enshu Sanzan” (“The Three Temples of Enshu”)

that is about Fukuroi’s own three temples Hattasan,
Kasuisai and Yusanji. | also enjoy watching the other
students as they prepare for their own performances, and learning the stories behind their dances

too. | feel very lucky that | have the chance to learn from such a kind and skilled teacher!
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