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Olympics Pre-games Training Camp

After much anticipation, the Irish Olympic team are finally holding their pre-games training camp
in Fukuroi! The athletes and staff have been staying at the Katsuragi Kitanomaru Hotel from July

5th and will stay there until August 3nd.

My job during this training camp is to interpret for the athletes and staff
during their training sessions. The athletics teams have been training at
the Ecopa Stadium, where they have been using the track and the gym. All
of the athletes have said that the facilities at Ecopa are just the best!

The judo team have been training at the dojo at Sangyo University. | was
very happy to see the judo athletes Megan and Ben Fletcher again. It was

good to talk to them and catch up on what they had been up to since their

last visit to Fukuroi in 2019,

With the pentathlon athlete Natalya Coyle, | have gone to the Kazami
no Oka Pool as well as the Tsumagoi Horse Club. She is a really
dedicated athlete and also a very kind person!

| was also called on to interpret for the CEO of the Olympic
Federation of lreland, Peter Sherrard, at a press conference. | felt
very nervous, so | hope | was able to convey the warm feelings of
gratitude he felt towards Fukuroi for all the help the city has given

the team.

Although being out in the heat all day was very tough on my body, this training camp was a really
wonderful experience for me. | feel as my interpreting skills have definitely improved and | feel
much more confident interpreting in different situations now. The best part of the experience by
far was getting to interact with the athletes and coaches — and hear some Irish accents again! |

feel very proud that | was able to do my part to help my home country to do well at the Olympics.
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