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Discovering Traditional Culture with Fellow CIRs A —————

On February 18, I traveled to village named Tono in Okabe Town, Shizuoka Prefecture, to report my impressions
on the charm of rural villages as a CIR (Coordinator for International Relations) in an article for the monthly
magazine Mura-no-Oto. 1 was joined by Diella Fortuna, a CIR at the Shizuoka Prefectural Government Office.
We arrived at the Gyokuro-no-Sato tea plantation, where Tono’s trademark Asahina Gyokuro tea is grown.
There, we enjoyed tea ceremony with a local instructor. As we toured the plantation, I couldn’t stop looking at
the gorgeous Japanese style garden. Because I was raised in an American city, I always dreamed of living in a
place surrounded by nature, so I was interested in Japanese gardens and tea ceremony since I was a student.
I enjoyed a wonderful time and learned about Tono’ s unique cultivation method used to produce their tea. I
wish that everyone could enjoy this hidden place of traditional culture as much as I did.

After the tea garden, I met Mr. Oishi, the chairman of 7ono Furusato no Ka/, who told me about the traditional
Asahina Dairyuusei, a local celebration that is climaxed with massive rocket fireworks. I was touched to hear
that the tradition expanded throughout Okabe Town thanks to cooperation between local residents to build the
rockets. AsIreflected on the local traditional cultures in my own country, I felt that if everyone works together
like the residents of Tono and Okabe Town, traditional culture will continue.

Traditional Culture Continues in FukKuroi

On February 26, at the invitation of a friend, we made a
traditional round kite, a tradition that only continues in
Fukuroi City. Like the residents in Tono, Fukuroi
residents have established the Fukuroi Round Kite Association,
which is dedicated to preserving and passing down

the tradition in Fukuroi City.

As everyone showed their round kites to each other we began to talk about our childhoods. Even though I have
not been in Fukuroi City for only four months, I was able to feel close to my neighbors.

In April, I plan to hold an Easter Festival, a traditional event held in the U.S. and abroad.
If I can pass this culture on to the citizens of Fukuroi, I will feel elated and accomplished.




