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Hello everyone! Rachael here. Today |
would like to talk to you all about a very
important day in Dublin, Ireland — Bloomsday!
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Bloomsday takes place every year on June 16th. This special day is
related to the main character of the novel “Ulysses” by the celebrated Irish
author James Joyce.
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The events of the novel take place on June 16th, so this was chosen as the James Joyce
Bloomsday.
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and his friends dressed up in costumes from the book and travelled around all of the
locations in Dublin from the book, reading it out loud.
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! On June 16th 1954, an Irish artist called John Ryan hosted the first Bloomsday. He

Even today, Bloomsday is celebrated in Dublin. Many people often dress up in
costumes from the Edwardian period in the 1900’s! Bloomsday doesn’t just take
place in Dublin. There are Bloomsday events held in Australia, New Zealand, the
Czech Republic, France and many more places!
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| think it is really amazing that a book written by an Irish writer has had this kind
of huge influence throughout the world.
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Ireland is a country that really loves and values literature, and has produced
many famous authors such as Johnathon Swift (“Gulliver’'s Travels”), Bram
Stoker (“Dracula”) and of course Lafcadio Hearn also known here in Japan as
KOIZUMI Yakumo.
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