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Dia daoibha chairde! Rachael here. Today : =—
. : . : 2020
I would like to tell you all about judo in (g
Ireland! b
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Japanese sports |ike judo and kendo have spread all over the world, and have become very
popular. Judo is practiced by many people in Ireland.
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The first judo club in the Republic of Ireland, the southern part of Ireland, was founded in
Dublin in 1952. In reality, this was not a proper club. They were really just a group of friends
who learned judo in England and wanted to continue practicing it at home in Ireland. They did
not have a proper place to practice, so they just used an old attic. Instead of using tatami
mats, they had to use carpet to practice on.
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While the Republic of Ireland had no proper judo facilities, Northern
Ireland did. The first black belt in the whole of Ireland was a man called f
Gerry Nevin, from Belfast in Northern Ireland. Gerry often came down fto N
Dublin to teach classes in the attic. People even undertook their judo exams v
from Gerry in the attic! l§
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Since then, judo has spread throughout Ireland. There are now many judo clubs all over the
country. The Irish Olympic Team has 2 judo athletes in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Gomes — Megan
Fletcher (70kg women’s) and her younger brother Ben Fletcher (100kg men’s). The two of them trained
here in Fukuroi City.
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They both did their best and performed spectacularly at the Olympic Games!
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