Vol.27
A 3ESH 30 B KT

LH MR AT R E PR AR E R AR
TEL 0538-44-3138

p— FAX 0538-43-2132

l MAIL international@city.fukuroi.shizuoka.jp

In Japan, summer is the time for telling
scary stories! Today | would like to talk
about one of Ireland’s most famous and
influential authors, Bram Stoker.
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Bram Stoker was born in Clontarf in Dublin, Ireland in 1847. He studied at Trinity College and
took part in the Historical Society and the Philosophy Society. He worked as a civil servant and
also reviewed plays for a newspaper. He later went on to manage the Lyceum Theatre in London and
worked as the famous actor Henry Irving’s assistant.
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Stoker wrote many novels and short stories, but without a doubt his vampire novel
“Dracula” was his most famous. He took the inspiration from hearing stories about
eastern European folktales from his friend Armin Vambery, who was an author from
Hungary who had travelled all over Europe and the folktales and history of
Transylvania in Romania.

Ab=H—I3NREBHRELSIAETI LAY, HO—FBELL/NGHITM y
BORL TP T (RfnR) OMNEO TRSF25, TF, 3—ov/% ‘G
UL HY)—AERDRENDT—I> T7 R =—DFEL IL—=TDILF>Y
IWNR=FTORL Y ETFNLS VD REL—Ya>sBF L

When Dracula was published, it was very popular but there were some people
who argued that it was too scary. Stoker chose the name Dracula because he
thought that it meant “devil” in Romanian.
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Dracula is one of the most famous horror stories of all time, and is still very influential

around the world today. There have been many films adaptations of Stoker’s original novel. The

influence of Dracula can even be felt here in Japan! There have been many manga,

anime and video games about Dracula and the characters from the novel,

like “Hellsing”, “Castlevania” and others. It mokes me feel very proud
' that an Irish author has had such a strong influence on the world!
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