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Hello, everyone. Nice to meet you. My name is Michael Brantley and I" m
honored to say that I’ m the new CIR for Fukuroi City. I’ d like to write
this CIR Report to introduce a little about myself and my background. My
hometown is Atlanta, Georgia in the USA. Like many of you may already

know, it just so happens that I share the same home town as the CIR before | =
me. However, it has quite some time since I’ ve been back to my hometown.
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[ first came to Japan in 2013 for a year as an exchange
student at Nagoya University of Foreign Studies. It was a few
years later from 2016 to 2019 that I came back as an ALT in
Kobe city however. Funnily enough, I met my wife and got
married in Kobe. After leaving Japan in 2019 we spent a
couple of years in Seattle, Washington State, and most
recently we’ ve Llived in London and Norwich, England.

I’ m really thankful for the opportunity to be this city’ s CIR. One
of the reasons I wanted to become a CIR was to improve my Japanese
ability. I also wanted a first-hand experience of working in Japan.
When I was a kid, my first experience of Japanese culture was through
pop-culture like animation and games. At the time I didn’ t know these
things were directly from Japan. However, as I’ ve gotten older I see
now that Japanese pop-culture has become a global phenomenon.

J- «, Outside of work I really enjoy being a father and a husbhand. Before becoming a
_ 3% (IR, in England I was actually a full-time dad. My daughter is 3 years old and
= F8s /s excited to start kindergarten in Japan. My son is 1 year old and recently
@ Ls.  started walking by himself. My wife is a grad school student currently working
}?" 88 on her MBA. In the time I’ m not spending with my family, I" m reading a book
Lo about data science, an astrology magazine, or studying Japanese. If you happen
to see us out in public somewhere, please don’ t be afraid to say hello!

It" s hard to believe a month has yet to pass since I ve
come here; with so many kind people helping me adjust to
life here it feels like I’ ve lived here for months. Every
day I can feel the good vibes here in the city. I' m
excited at the start of my relationship with this city.

I’ mreally looking forward to my time here.
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