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Greetings, everyone. CIR Michael here, back with another report hot off the press. This weekend,
the city really turned up! From Friday the October 11th to Sunday the 13th Fukuroi city held its
yearly fall “matsuri.” Over the span of three days the city came alive with the sights and sounds of

festivity. I had a wonderful time experiencing traditional Japanese culture and I' d like to share my
experiences with you.
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A matsuri is often called a “festival” in English, but tha
everything. Sure, it’ s a lively time, but matsuri’ s origins come from the Shinto
religion of Japan. In the case of Fukuroi, I was told that this festival is to
thank the god(s) for a good harvest, and to ask for permission to harvest the

crops. This helped me understand how important agriculture is for Fukuroi.

During the matsuri, a local god is put into a “yatai” and carried by
hand around the city. The yatai are large ornate wooden carts
adorned with lanterns, carvings, gold, and of course people. People
on the ground pull the yatai and chant while performers inside play
instruments. By the kindness of the people in the Araya community,
I had the opportunity to pull a yatai. My daughter was even invited
to ride on the yatai as it made its way to the local shrine. She was a
little nervous at first, but she enjoyed the ride. Riding on a yatai is
pretty high up from the ground, even for adult, so I can understand
why it might be a little scary. There was another friendly kid on
board and together they had amazing time. I' m very thankful to the
people of the Araya community for allowing me to share in a
practice that reaches back to rather ancient times.

even more treasures I have not seen yet. Thank you again, Fukuroi for an irreplaceable
experience. Till the next issue...
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