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In November of last year | went to Kasuisai Temple for Even though the Dolls' Festival is on March 3", Kasuisai
the first time while filming the TV program “Domannaka Temple will exhibit their dolls until the end of the month.
Fukuroi Pottering.” As mentioned in the CIR Report from | wanted to take my family to see the dolls earlier, so we
December of last year, | was surprised by the number of went there in the middle of February. There were a lot of
Hina Dolls on display. This time | went to see the display people, but it wasn’t too crowded, and was just busy
for the Dolls' Festival, and | was twice as surprised at the enough. | was approached by some folks from a tour bus
number of dolls because they were in even more rooms and they told me they were visiting to see the dolls all the
than before. way from Tokyo. That’s the charm of Fukuroi, right?

Speaking of Hina dolls, did you know among the Hina
dolls there are three dolls with different facial
expressions? | wouldn’t have recognized them myself if
my daughter didn’t come asking “Dad, why are those
dolls’ faces different? Why are some of them laughing
and some of them crying?” At the time, | didn’t have an
answer for her, but | looked it up and found out that
those dolls are called “Shicho” or “Jicho.” Also known
as the “Three Boozers”, they have a laughing, angry, or
crying face and are said to represent the human
emotions. Out of all the Doll Festival decorations, they
have a special existence because they are the closest to
us commoners (non-royals). Learning this detailed
information helped me to come to understand the Doll
Festival a little bit more.

There were also quite a few families there with children.
The Dolls' Festival is an event where people pray for the
health and growth of their children, so I'm sure it was
probably related to that. My daughter loves dolls, and
she was really elated to see so many. When | told her
“You know, there’s about 1200 dolls here”, she was
surprised and yet didn’t really believe me.

Have you all gone to see the Hina Dolls? How was your
experience? | hope you’ll tell me the story!
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